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West Suffolk 

Vineyard Church 

 

General guidelines  

for prophetic ministry 
 

 

a. Use natural language - avoid jargon and 
religious terms. 

b. Be brief and clear - avoid theatrics and loud 
hype. 

c. Allow others to add supplementary 
prophetic words. 

d. Do everything in love and for the benefit of 
the church or person. 

e. Deliver the message and move on - you 
don’t own it. 

f. Test all prophecies others give you. Ask 
yourself the question, “Is this what God is 
saying to me?” - if in doubt ask a leader to 
pray for clarification. 

g. Be wise and cautious with ‘personal words’ 
that you may have for an individual. Does it 
build them up? Ensure it is not given or 
accepted in secrecy. If in doubt ask a leader 
about it and be open to instruction.  
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“Follow the way of love and 

eagerly desire the spiritual 

gifts, especially the gift of 

prophecy” 

Prophecy 

 

Guidelines for sharing a  

revelatory prophetic word 
 

a. God has given the responsibility of 
leading the church to pastors. They 
value prophetic words to help them 
discern what God is saying and will 
decide what they will do in response 
to the ‘word’. 

b. Submit revelatory ‘words’ to the 
pastors - written briefly and clearly. 

c. Check your motive -  is it in the 
context of building up the person, or 
church, in love? 

d. Be willing to be corrected & learn 
when you give a word. 

 

 

 

Prophecy is the ‘now’ word of God to 
the people of God. 

 It is a valued and good spiritual gift 
from the Holy Spirit for the building up 

of the church. 

 

Two forms exist that have a  

place in our church 
 

1. Inspirational - to encourage, comfort and 
grow people. 

2. Revelatory -  to direct, correct and bring 
change. Prophetic words may be for us, for 
another individual,  believers and non-
believers, for a group of people or the 
whole church. 

 

Guidelines for sharing an 

inspirational prophetic  

word or impression  
 

a. Kinship: Practice receiving and giving 
inspirational prophecies in a small group 
setting.   

b. Sunday celebration: Seek permission from 
the celebration leader prior to sharing a 
word. 

c. Personal: Be non-directive, respect other’s 
freedom of choice and allow for a response 
(preface ‘word’ with “ I feel the Lord is 
saying….”). 

 

 


